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PREFACE

Visiting Committee Chair – modify as needed/desired]
We, the Visiting Committee, wish to commend you, the pastor, administration, faculty, staff, parents, and student body of [School] for working together to make the school a loving, caring and learning environment. We pray that the good work that you have done and the plans that you have made for the future will help you become an even better school.

The team found our three days at [School] professionally rich and personally rewarding. We experienced a community where everyone is striving to provide a Catholic environment where quality education is a priority.

We wish to thank all of you, pastor, principal, faculty, staff, parents and students for your warm and gracious hospitality.

May the Christ we serve bless you with every success as you journey into your future.

Chapter 1:  Introduction

A.
How the Self Study was Conducted

What process has the school used to complete the Self Study (schedule of meetings, timeline, involvement of shareholders, etc.)? 

Begin writing here

What obstacles, if any, did the school experience in completing their Self Study?
Begin writing here

B.
Involvement and Collaboration of Shareholders in Completing the Self Study

Accreditation Factor #1: The school involves all shareholders in data review, analysis and dialogue about perceived accomplishments in the area of student learning, and in developing, implementing and monitoring goals for improvements in student learning.
How effectively has the school involved all shareholders in data review and analysis, dialog about student progress, school accomplishments and needs, etc.? 

Begin writing here

How effective are the school’s plans to keep shareholders involved in ongoing systematic analysis of the school’s effectiveness?
Begin writing here

Chapter 2:  Context of the School

A. 
School Profile

To what extent has the school compiled and analyzed annually updated data (cultural, demographic, financial, survey, interview) that identified major changes or trends since the last Self Study? 

Begin writing here

What do parent/student/staff surveys tell about satisfaction with the school? 
Begin writing here

B.
Use of Prior Accreditation Findings to Support High Achievement of All Students

Accreditation Factor #2: The school has used the prior accreditation findings, both those discovered by the school and those identified by the Visiting Committee, and other pertinent data to ensure high achievement of all students and to drive school improvement.
How effectively has the school used the prior accreditation findings and other pertinent data to support faith formation and high achievement of all students? 
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school implemented the concept of continuous school improvement, e.g., data analysis and action, focus on high achievement, etc. in non-accreditation years?

Begin writing here

Chapter 3:  Quality of the School Program

A.
Assessment of the School’s Catholic Identity:
Accreditation Factor #3: The school is Catholic, approved by the Local Ordinary (Canon 803), providing opportunities for community worship and participation in the Sacraments, and promoting evangelization and service to the community.
How effectively has the school improved the spiritual formation of students, staff, and parents?

Begin writing here

How effectively has the school implemented changes to improve their Catholic Identity and fully integrate it into the life of the school?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school analyzed changes they’ve made in Catholic Identity to determine how these changes have strengthened their Catholic Identity?
Begin writing here

B.
Defining the School’s Purpose

Accreditation Factor #4: The school’s purpose is defined through the school’s mission statement, philosophy, measurable Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations.
How effectively does the school’s mission and philosophy reflect the Catholic nature of the school?

Begin writing here

How effectively has the school integrated their mission, SLEs, and standards into the total reality of the school?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school communicated their mission and purpose, including any governing authority expectations, to their shareholders?
Begin writing here

C.
Organization for Student Learning to Support High Achievement of All Students

Accreditation Factor #5: The organizational structures of the school focus on high achievement of all students, and communicate student progress to all shareholders.
How effectively have the organizational structures of the school supported the school’s mission and created an environment that is focused on high achievement of all students?
Begin writing here

How effectively have the organizational structures of the school communicated student progress to the shareholders?
Begin writing here

D.
Data Analysis and Action to Support High Achievement of All Students

Accreditation Factor #6: The school uses educationally sound assessment processes to collect data. The school disaggregates and analyzes student performance data and uses the analysis as a basis for instructional/curricular improvement.
How effectively has the school used educationally sound assessment processes to collect, disaggregate and analyze student performance data? (Note: include information about the use of standardized tests, teacher-made tests, and text-created tests; as well as the school’s use of clear interpretations of the data analysis.)
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school assessed SLEs and academic standards?

Begin writing here

How effectively has the school used data analysis, trends, etc. as a basis for improving student learning such as: modifying instruction, challenging students to achieve, implementing new curricular materials, etc.?
Begin writing here
E.
SLEs and Standards-Based Curriculum to Support High Achievement of All Students 

Accreditation Factor #7: The school provides a challenging, comprehensive and relevant curriculum for each student that results in achievement of the Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations. All students make acceptable progress toward clearly defined and measurable Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations.
How effectively has the school developed a curriculum based on SLEs and curriculum standards?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school measured student achievement of the SLEs?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school measured student achievement of the curriculum standards, e.g., the use of multiple assessments to measure student progress, etc.?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school ensured that each student is making acceptable progress toward the achievement of SLEs and curriculum standards?
Begin writing here

F.
Instructional Methodology to Support High Achievement of All Students

Accreditation Factor #8: The staff applies research-based knowledge about teaching and learning in the instructional process. Assessment is frequent and varied, integrated into the teaching/learning process, and informs curriculum planning.
How effectively has the school integrated Catholic values throughout the curriculum?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school used research-based instructional techniques to improve student learning?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school integrated technology into the teaching/learning process?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school used assessment to modify instruction/curriculum to help all students achieve the SLEs and curriculum standards?
Begin writing here

G.
Support for Student Spiritual, Personal, and Academic Growth

Accreditation Factor #9: Within the school’s community of faith, students have opportunities to participate in support services and activities to assist them in accessing the curricular and co-curricular programs to achieve the Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations.
How effectively has the school provided services, resources, and activities to help all students achieve at high levels?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school used parents and community resources, including Federal Program funding, to assist students?
Begin writing here

H.
Resource Management and Development to Support High Achievement of All Students


References:

Accreditation Factor #10: The pastor, principal, and school board develop, implement, and monitor resources and plans to ensure and support high achievement of all students of the Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations.
How effectively has the school developed, implemented, and monitored a financial management system, to support high achievement of all students?
Begin writing here

How effectively has the school used external resources to supplement tuition, fees, and fund-raising?
Begin writing here

How effective is the school at planning for its long-term viability?
Begin writing here

Chapter 4:  The Action Plan

A.
Design and Alignment of the Action Plan with the Self Study Findings

Accreditation Factor #11 (The Action Plan addresses the school’s critical goals to enhance student learning that supports high achievement of all students of the Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other institutional and/or governing authority expectations.)

Schoolwide Lists of Significant Accomplishments and Critical Goals

Schoolwide Significant Accomplishments (the eight most significant)
1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.


8.


Critical Goals (identified by school)

How effectively did the school identify critical goals that are focused on improving student learning?
Begin writing here

How effectively does the Action Plan align with and address the school’s critical goals in order to support high achievement of all students?
Begin writing here

PLEASE NOTE: The Visiting Committee is not required to complete either of the next two optional parts. If either or both of these parts are not used, the Visiting Committee should put N/A in place of the narrative. If either optional part is used, the Visiting Committee must have identified and clearly supported the need for this modification or new critical goal in the Report of Findings narrative.
OPTION A: If the finding of the Visiting Committee is that one of the school’s critical goals should be modified, the Visiting Committee should write a narrative describing what modifications are needed, and the rationale for these modifications. 

Begin writing here or put N/A if no modification is needed.
OPTION B: Critical Goal Identified by the Visiting Committee: 

If the finding of the Visiting Committee is to replace a school’s critical goal in the school’s Action Plan, the Visiting Committee should identify which goal is to be replaced, and write a brief rationale for the school to use in incorporating this new critical goal identified by the Visiting Committee into the school’s Action Plan. NOTE: Because there can be no more than two critical goals from the Self Study incorporated into the School’s Action Plan, the Visiting Committee recommendation will replace one of the school’s two critical goals.
If the opinion of the Visiting Committee is to add a critical goal for incorporation into the school’s Action Plan in the future, the Visiting Committee should identify which goal is to be added, and write a brief rationale for the school to use in incorporating this new critical goal identified by the Visiting Committee into the school’s Action Plan. NOTE: The school’s Action Plan evolves over time and new critical goals are incorporated as critical goals are accomplished.
Begin writing here or put N/A if no replacement critical goal is needed.
B.
Capacity to Implement and Monitor the Action Plan

Accreditation Factor #12: The school demonstrates the capacity to implement and monitor an Action Plan that ensures high achievement of all students of the Schoolwide Learning Expectations, Arch/diocesan curriculum standards (local curriculum standards where Arch/diocesan standards don’t exist), and other governing authority expectations.
How effective are the monitoring processes (assessment/evaluation, communication to shareholders, involvement of shareholders in implementing and monitoring the Action Plan, etc.) that are incorporated into the Action Plan?
Begin writing here

How effective is the school plan to evaluate the goals in the Action Plan on the basis of their impact on student achievement?

Begin writing here

What impediments, if any, must the school address in order to accomplish the Action Plan?

Begin writing here
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