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Tips for Preparing for Accreditation

By: Br. William Carriere, FSC, Ph.D
 
It is very important for a school preparing its Self-Study to remember that the point of a self-study is to take a serious look interiorly at what it is doing to prove that students are actually learning.  

The questions about the four criteria are important ones:  

· Are we ORGANIZED (structured as a school) so that the administrative structure of the school promotes learning?     


To what extent are we organized?

  

· What is our CURRICULUM? 

· What methods of INSTRUCTION do we use that affects learning and its outcomes (ESLRs/SLEs)?  


To what extent are differing methods of instruction effective? 

· What spiritual, academic, and personal SUPPORTS do we provide our students that affect their learning?    


How effective are our efforts within our support systems? 

· Do we have the necessary human, environmental, and financial RESOURCES to assist the learning processes for all students?  


To what extent is this true? 

In writing the Self-Study document, the school personnel and the total school community need to respond clearly showing what is working and what are the critical growth needs that emerge from this effort?

  

Critical growth needs refer to MAJOR needs of the school at the time of the Self-Study.  These “2-4” critical growth items become the basis for the Action Plan.
 

Remember that all schools should be able to demonstrate that students do learn which includes the whole idea of measuring success (assessment).  School personnel should be able to demonstrate through the use of a variety of assessments over a three-year period of time that the students are progressing.  Personnel should be able to explain how the assessments have impacted the development of curriculum and instruction.

 

All of this must be integrated with helping students develop their spirituality.  It is so very important that we teach what our Church teaches and that we celebrate Eucharist and use other forms of classroom and schoolwide prayer, but it is equally important to help students develop a personal relationship with God.  The question becomes:  To what extent are we helping students develop themselves spiritually?

 

The best method to begin a Self-Study is to have the school community (administrators, pastors, parents, faculty, staff and students) reflect on the above before proceeding with writing the Self-Study.  Talk through these issues in the various Focus Groups and Home Groups.  Keep good notes so that the common threads that indicate what is successfully happening and what needs to happen emerge.

 

A truly successful Self-Study is one that engages the community in a 

“self-examination” of the school as a Community of Faith-filled Learners.
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